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two or three other comrades to help me perhaps the Emperor
the Kaan too would have been baptized.' *
To Giovanni, thus completely detached from Europe and
with no wish to desert his flock, a faint hope of communi-
cating with the West suddenly presented itself when a
Mongol envoy from Persia to the court of Khan Baliq was
about to return to his quarters. Giova'nni gave him a letter
addressed to the Vicar of the Franciscans in the Crimea and
asked him to use every possible means to convey it to its
destination. Fortunately, in about two years' time the
wonderful news reached Rome, and Pope Clement V
responded to the appeal from the Far East by immediately
appointing Brother Giovanni 'Archbishop and Patriarch of
the Whole East'.2 Further, he dispatched seven other
brothers as bishops to assist him 3 in the newly created see,
and empowered him to ordain and appoint other pastors as
might appear to him necessary for the maintenance of the
Roman Church in Cathay.4 Of the seven brothers only
three 5 reached China in 1313 and they were later reinforced
by another three6 of whose fate little is known. Those
who survived the journey were treated with favour by the
Great Khan who granted all Christian missionaries liberal
allowances7 and gave them full freedom to pursue their good
work amongst his subjects. Nevertheless, the Latin settle-
ment was doomed to dwindle rapidly and without hope of
1 Moule, 174.                               2 ib., letter no. 8, 182.
3 ib., 167-8, 183.    These were Andrea of Perugia, Peregrine of Castello,
Niccolo of Apulia, Guillaume de France ('Franchya sive de Villa longa aut
Vilknova'), Pietro of Castello, Andrutius of Assisi and one brother Gerard.
Guillaume de France received letters of introduction from Edward II dated
Dover, 22 May 1313; cf. Patent Rolls, 6 Ed, II, pt. ii., membrane i.
4 Moule, 183-8.    Papal letters and licences.
5 ib., 168.    These were Andrea, Peregrine and Gerard.
6 ib.    Pietro of Florence and Brothers Jerome and Thomas.    The first
was made Bishop on 20 December 1310, and the remaining two on 19
February 1311; cf. Wadding, op. cit., VI, 267-9.
7 Moule, 192.    A letter from Bishop Andrea of Zaitun states that the
Latin missionaries obtained 'Alafa' from the Emperor for food and clothing
for eight persons.    He defines 'alafa' as the allowance which the Emperor
pays to e messengers of magnates, ambassadors, warriors  and artificers . . .
and to jugglers, paupers and . . . persons of various cksses.    And these pay-
ments surpass the income and expenditure of several Latin Kings.'